PREFACE

MR. MURRAY'S youthful modesty Insists that his
study of Pragmatism needs a sponsor; this Is not
at all my own opinion, but I may take the oppor-
tunity of pointing out how singularly qualified he
is to give a good account of it.

In the first place he is young, and youth is an
almost indispensable qualification for the apprecia-
tion of novelty; for the mind works more and
more stiffly as it grows older, and becomes less and
less capable of absorbing what is new. Hence, if
our ' great authorities' lived for ever, they would
become complete Struldbrugs. This is the justi-
fication of death from the standpoint of social
progress. And as there Is no subject In which
Strulclbruggery is more rampant than in philo-
sophy, a youthful and nimble mind Is here par-
ticularly needed. It has given Mr. Murray an eye
also to the varieties of Pragmatism and to their
connections.

Secondly* Mr. Murray has (like myself) enjoyed
vil